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Synopsis

Hook and Spaniers classic text celebrates its Twentieth Edition with more of the context and
analysis that has long made it the standard for guiding students through the complexities of
American foreign policy. With each new edition, recent developments confirm the books overarching
themethat there is an American style of foreign policy imbued with a distinct sense of national
exceptionalism. Giving students the historical context they need, the book allows them to grasp the
functions and frequent dysfunctions of the nations evolving foreign policy agenda. In this new
edition, chapters covering the end of the Cold War have been combined and streamlined, making
room for a new chapter that examines the aftershocks of the Arab Spring, political breakdowns in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and the rise of the Islamic State. The final chapter considers the revival of
power politics in world politics, with Russia and China stepping up their attempts to weaken the
United States and create a multipolar world. The book ends by reconsidering Americas distinctive

style of foreign policy and its resilience amid such turbulence since World War Il.
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Customer Reviews

"I consider Hook and Spanier’s book to be the most useful survey of post-WWII American foreign
policy for undergraduates. | particularly appreciate the authors’ incorporation of competing

interpretations of major foreign policy events." -- Alexei Shevchenko "Hook and Spanier’s text has
been one of my most used and most reliable textbooks. Its chronological approach to the study of
American foreign policy is one of its major strengths, making it easy to follow and most logical." --

Leo Joseph Weeks "l have used Hook and Spanier’s text both in courses on foreign policy and the



United States since 1945, and both specialists and non-specialists found it useful. It is thorough and
does a good job of incorporating new evidence. It provides an excellent study of post-World War I
foreign policy." -- Richard Filipink "l have never assigned a book in my thirty years of college
teaching that receives as high an evaluation from students as Hook and Spanier's American
Foreign Policy since World War Il. The reason why students like the book is that it is very

well-written and provides a fast-paced account of the history of U.S. foreign policy." -- Timothy White

Steven W. Hook is professor and former chair of political science at Kent State University. He has
authored and edited numerous books, including U.S. Foreign Policy Today: American Renewal?
(2012, with James M. Scott), Routledge Handbook of American Foreign Policy (2012, with
Christopher Jones), Democratic Peace in Theory and Practice (2010), Comparative Foreign Policy
(2002), and National Interest and Foreign Aid (1995). His journal articles have appeared in leading
journals, including World Politics, International Studies Quarterly, Foreign Policy Analysis. Professor
Hook is a past president of the Foreign Policy Analysis sections of the American Political Science
Association and the International Studies Association. John Spanier received his PhD from Yale
University. Since joining the faculty of the University of Florida in 1957, Spanier has lectured at the
U.S. State Department’s Foreign Service Institute, the Naval War College, military service

academies, and several universities. Among his many other books is Games Nations Play.

I've never been assigned a political science textbook that | haven't fell asleep reading. This is the
exception. Highly addictive, easy to read and understand. It was weird, | almost didn’t want to put it

down! This is a must read for anyone studying foreign policy, foreign relations and political science.

| must agree with the other 5-star reviewers. This is a riveting account of our foreign policy
principles, decisions, and outcomes. The authors create high interest by presenting the period of
study as a sequence of distinct foreign policy eras that are the product of changing geopolitical
circumstances and national priorities. Within each era they fully discuss the foreign policy actions
that took place and explain how these actions relate to the policy goals at the time and the role of
our decision makers (pro and con). The non-partisan objective and fact-based style is a perfect

approach to gaining a clear understanding of how we got here and why.

| have rented this book and it is in poor condition. | wouldn’t pay $5 for this quality but | need it for

my summer class.



This is one of those rare times that | enjoyed a college textbook! This is an interesting read and
provides a very balanced historical perspective on foreign policy in the United States, with a
significant amount of background info from before WWII as well. | wish this stuff was part of primary
education, as | learned some things | really wish were more common knowledge in our country.

Strongly recommended.

Absolutely first rate book combining a historical account of events with analytical commentary on
international relations. Required reading for anyone interested in international relations or
contemporary world history.

Product arrived on time, as described, and beyond expectations!

Best |A textbook around. Seriously great.
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